
SB 2580 - HB 2501

FISCAL NOTE

TO: Chief Clerk of the Senate
Chief Clerk of the House

FROM: James A. Davenport, Executive Director

DATE: March 15, 1996

SUBJECT: SB 2580 - HB 2501

This bill, if enacted, will create an order of preference for court awarded child

custody and gives first preference to joint custody where both parents share the rights

and responsibilities of child rearing. Custody would be awarded to one parent or to

other persons as lesser priorities after finding that awarding custody to a parent would

be detrimental to the child.

The bill establishes a presumption, affecting the burden of proof, that shared

responsibility is in the best interests of the child unless the parents agree to custody by

one parent or the court finds that shared responsibility is detrimental to a particular

child. One parent may be designated as a caretaker in situations where public

assistance is involved. The court order is to be specific about physical control of the

child by each parent so that the order can be enforced.

The fiscal impact from enactment of this bill is estimated to result in an increase

in state expenditures. The Department of Human Services has estimated that the

number of AFDC participants will increase as the result of reduced child support

payments. The amount of increased expenditures cannot be determined but is

estimated to exceed $100,000.

This is to duly certify that the information contained herein is true and correct

to the best of my knowledge.
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James A. Davenport, Executive Director


